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GENERAL OBLI GATI ONS

Article 1.3.1.1.

International trade in aquatic animals and aquatic animal products depends on a combination of health
factors that should be taken into account to ensure unimpeded trade, without incurring unacceptable
risks to human and aquatic animal health. As a general principle, international trade in aguatic animals
and their_products from populations known to be infected with a listed disease and considered to be
capable of transmitting the disease should only be done with the full knowledge of the importing and

exporting countries.

Because of the likely variations in aquatic animal health situations, various options are offered by the
Aquatic Code. The aquatic animal health situation in the exporting country, in the transit country or
countries and in the importing country should be considered before determining the requirements that
have to be met for trade. To maximise harmonisation of the aquatic animal health aspects of
international trade, Competent Authorities of Member Countries should base their import requirements
on the OIE standards, guidelines and recommendations.

These requirements should be included in the model international aquatic animal health certificates
approved by the OIE, which form Part 6 of this Aquatic Code.

Certification requirements should be exact and concise, and should clearly convey the wishes of the

importing country. For this purpose, prior consultation between Competent Authorities of importing and

exporting countries is useful and may be necessary. It enables the setting out of the exact requirements
50 that the signing veterinarian or other certifying official can, if necessary, be given a note of guidance
explaining the understanding between the Competent Authorities involved.

When Members of, or representatives acting on behalf of, a Competent Authority wish to visit another

country for matters of professional interest to the Competent Authority of the other country, the latter
should be informed.



